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Sea Sponge Fishing: Should We or Shouldn’t We?

When I heard that I was required to write a research paper about sponge
fishing in the Florida Keys, I immediately knew that I was faced with a
challenge. I did not know why or how some people fish for sponges or why
other people consider sea sponges to be an important part of our
environment. [ was sure of one thing: Fishing along Florida's coastline
represents much more than just a way of life. For many, fishing IS life.
Visitors and locals have a myriad of fishing choices, and they only have to
have the desire to fish. From a variety of locations, well-maintained and

easily reachable boat ramps provide convenient access to the water.

So, what is a sea sponge, anyway? A sea sponge is a living organism, a form
of animal, which has hardly evolved at all. It has been harvested since
ancient times, and it has been used in the same form and in the same way
as it was by the Greeks and Romans. They used the sponge for their

helmets and for their baths. Their servants used them for cleaning tables,






